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Dear Members & Friends, 

During this year of our 250th Anniversary celebration there has 
been a renewed search for information about our ancestors, 
especially for those who served/supported the Revolutionary 
War effort.  If you are able to find the grave sites of your 
ancestors, you may find that they are almost unreadable and 
need cleaned.  One of the products that are recommended to 
use in cleaning grave markers is D2, and there is a 
recommended process.  The key thing is to not damage an 
already fragile marker.  
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From our President Cont. 

On September 12th at 1pm we will be cleaning markers at the Popular Hill cemetery in the back 
section of the cemetery.  Kay, Linda Karns and I have taken the grave marker restoration class at 
Woodland Cemetery and will be doing the cleaning/demonstration using the approved cleaner 
D2.  Please join us if you have an interest in cleaning grave marker.  This is one way that we can 
show our gratitude to those who have gone before us. 
  
If we have to cancel the event, you will receive an email and there will be a posting on social 
media.  Please make sure that we have your correct email address. 
     

September and October Open Houses 
 
How many of you remember Vandalia Playschool? 
Vandalia Playschool began in 1945 and closed in 2015. It 
was started by Miss Edith Eby. Donna Shirley began 
working at the play school in 1968 and continued the 
program when Miss Eby retired in 1979. Donna kept 
scrapbooks of classes and their activities. When the play 
school closed, Donna donated a wooden train and cradle 
from the play school to the Historical Society. When 
Donna passed away in 2023, her husband, Jack, 
donated her files to the Historical Society. In September 
and October, our School House will be filled with Donna’s 
notebooks and pictures and other 
displays from Vandalia Playschool. This display will be 
available on September 20 and October 4 and October 
18 from 1-3. 
 
September 11, 2026 marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
9/11/2001; when two planes struck the Twin Towers of 
New York, one plane struck the Pentagon, and one plane 
was “hijacked” by passengers and crashed in a field in 
Pennsylvania. Stop in the Meeting House on September 
20th to see our remembrance display. Please feel free to 
share how you remember that day. 
In October, we will feature information about the herbs 
that are grown in our herb garden. 
Herbs were very important in the United States from the 
time of the earliest settlements. They were often used as 
medicines in Colonial America. Visit the Log House to 
see our displays. Come to the Meeting House to make a 
lavender sachet and try some hand lotions with herbal 
fragrances. October open houses are October 4 and 18 
from 1-3. 
 
We close our buildings for the winter after our last 
October open house. We will decorate the 
buildings for the Christmas Season. Feel free to come 
and take pictures on our beautiful grounds throughout the 
fall and holiday seasons. 

Labor Day Weekend 

The Historical Society will be 
closed for Labor Day Weekend. 
The Spring House will be closed 
on Saturday, September 5 and 
Sunday, September 6. There will 
not be an open house on 
Sunday, September 6. 
 

Card Flight Winners for  
2025-2026 Season 
 
 
EUCHRE:     
1st Place        Mary Ann Grimberg 
2nd Place       Linda Hufford 
3rd Place        Linda Jordan 
Booby Prize    Dona Fleishman 
 
BRIDGE:      
1st Place         Karin Fisher &  
                       Judy Laughter 
2nd Place       Kathy Lawrence & 
                       Beth Payne 
3rd Place        Pat Grimes & 
                       Cynthia Willhelm 
 
 
Many thanks to Judy Laughter 
for continuing her leadership of 
this Society event.  If anyone 
has interest in joining or starting 
a new group please contact her 
at 937-677-3267. 
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PURPOSE OF OUR SOCIETY:  

The Mission of The Historical Society of Vandalia Butler is to perpetuate the history of the 
Vandalia-Butler Community. 

 
 Upcoming Meetings: 
 
Sept. 14 – Board Meeting, Meeting House, 7PM 
 
Sept. 20 – Open House 1PM-3PM 
 
Oct. 4 – Open House, 1PM-3PM 
 
Oct. 12 – Board Meeting, Meeting House, 7PM 
 
Oct. 18 – Open House, 1PM-3PM 
 
Oct. 19 – General Meeting – Vandalia Public Library, Community Room 
                                              6:30PM – 8:30PM 
 
 
          

 
 

Historical Society of Vandalia-Butler 

Membership Renewal Reminder – Thank You for Supporting HSVB! 

 
   

HSVB Membership September/October 2026 

Susan Wright renewed her membership. Please continue your support of HSVB by keeping your 
membership current. Invite your friends to join the society. We would love to add to our 
membership and most importantly increase the number of volunteers. Send in your membership 
on the form in your newsletter or use the membership tab on our website to keep current. 

If you have any questions about your membership, contact me. 
 
 

Tonya Hittner 
Membership Chair 
937-470-7396 
tjhittner@gmail.com 
 
 

We would love to have you join 
our Vandalia Butler Historical 
Society as a member, our dues 
are: 

 Participating (each 
individual) - $10 

 Student (High School or 
College) - $1 

 Family (Parents & 
Children under 18 yrs.) - 
$20 

 Supporting Membership 
- $35 

 Business Organization 
Membership - $50 

 Lifetime Membership - 
$500  

 Patron - $1000 
 Founding - $5000 
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Volunteers Needed at HSVB 
The Historical Society of Vandalia Butler is looking for volunteers to help us preserve and care for our 
buildings, grounds, and collections. 
We have opportunities for a variety of interests and schedules, including: 
•   Building Upkeep - cleaning and simple maintenance 
•   Open House Docents - welcoming visitors and sharing our local history 
•   Digital Inventory - helping photograph, identify, and record items in our collection 
•   Small Projects - occasional projects around our buildings and grounds 

Even a few hours of your time can make a difference! No special experience is necessary, and we 
appreciate whatever time you can give. 
Help us preserve the history of Vandalia and Butler Township for future generations. 

Interested in volunteering? 
Visit the Volunteer section at www.hsvb.online. 

The Historical Society of Vandalia Butler 
 

 
 

The Historical Society of Vandalia Butler-October General Meeting 
 

Monday October 19th at 6:30pm 
 

Community Room -Vandalia Public Library 330 S. Dixie Dr. 
 

Presents: 
 

A Civil War Love Story Comes to Life 
Rex Maggert & Shelly Schoen-Father-Daughter History Team 

 
Discover the remarkable true story of Jesse Burkett and Sallie Weddle whose Civil War 

romance was uncovered through a collection of handwritten letters hidden inside the walls of a 
demolished Illinois home. 
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Open House: 1st&3rd Sunday, Apr-Oct, 1-3PM  
Located At: 336 East Alkaline Springs Road, 
Vandalia, Ohio 45377 
 
The Spring House 
Water Sales (weather permitting) 
Every Saturday 9AM-3PM & Sunday 12:30-3PM 
 
Board Meetings: 
Held the second Monday of each month at 7PM 
at the Society Meeting House 
Email: info.hsvb@gmail.com 
Phone: (937) 898-5300 
Website: hsvb.online 
Facebook: Facebook.com/hsvb.online 

 

 

 

The “Homestead News” is published six 
times a year by the Society for its 
members. 
You are invited to submit material to: 
Editor, The Homestead News 
The Historical Society of Vandalia Butler 
P.O. Box 243 
Vandalia, Ohio 45377-0243 
Or Email to:  
info.hsvb@gmail.com 
The Homestead News reserves the right 
to edit any material submitted. 
 

 

Recycle Your Aluminum 

Thanks to all who deposit aluminum cans at the Society dumpster (the West side of the Barn). 
This is one of the few sources of revenue. 

Kroger Community Rewards Program 

This is an easy way for our members to help 
provide financial support to the Society. Enroll or 
re-enroll in this program using our organization 
number PN902. Call Kroger Customer Service at 
1-800–576–4377 and give them your Kroger Plus 
Card 12-digit bar code number, on the back of 
the card, your phone number and our 
organization number (PN902). When you give the 
code, since some consonants sound alike, 
consider saying P as in Paul and N as in Nancy. 
The Customer Representative will help you 
register in the program. 

. 

Be sure to check out our new 
website at:  hsvb.online 
and our new Facebook page 
Facebook.com/hsvb.online 
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We Thank Our Business And Organization Sponsors For Their Support  

Ace Tree & Landscaping, 1960 Neva Drive Dr, 
Dayton, OH 45414  (937) 890-2102 

acetreeservicedayton.com   Tree trimming and removal, 
stump removal 

Allied Services, Inc., (937) 836-5191  
109 Diamond Mill Road, Clayton, OH 45315 

www.heating-air-conditioning-dayton.com, Heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning services 

American Legion Post #668, (937) 890-7336 
 8220 N. Dixie Drive, Dayton, OH  45414 

"Veterans Strengthening America" 
www.americanlegionpost668@.org; alpost668@aol.com 

Anthony Trissell Foundation.,  
(937) 750-5545 
PO Box 394, Vandalia, OH 45377-0394 

The ATMF supports the Butler High School marching band, 
color guard, kickline and their directors.  The ATMF 
manages the SummerFest at Henry Seger Community Park 

BDJ, LLC, Vandalia Shopping Center, PO Box 644, 
Vandalia, OH 45377-0644 

Provides professional services in the nonresidential 
commercial building real estate business  

Boord-Henne Insurance Agency. (937) 832-4001 
915 S. Main Street, Englewood, OH 45322  

Offers home, auto, commercial and life insurance.  
www.boordhenne.com 

City of Vandalia, (937) 898-5891 
333 James E. Bohanan Drive, Vandalia, OH 45377 

www.vandaliaohio.org, Mayor Richard Herbst;  “At the 
Crossroads of America”  

Collins Vision Care, 407 Corporate Center Drive, 
Suite C, Vandalia, OH 45377, (937) 898-9333 

www.drrosscollins.com, Vandalia Optometrist providing 
comprehensive vision care   

Tiffany Goodman/Coldwell Banker Realtors, , 
356 N Dixie Dr., Vandalia,OH 45377, (937) 470-6973 

www.tiffanygoodman.com, Local Realtor since 2006. 
Call ME for ALL of your Real Estate needs!!  

Heeter Plumbing LLC, (937) 890-5526 
8633 N. Dixie Drive, Vandalia, OH 45377 

http://heeterplumbing.com, “Drain Your Plumbing 
Problems, Not Your Savings” Call Us Today! 

Hocks Vandalia Pharmacy, (937) 898-5803 
535 S. Dixie Driver, Vandalia, OH  45431 

www.hocksrx.com, the company offers pharmacy, diabetic 
supplies, and medical supplies. 

Interior Supply, Inc, (937) 276-4046 
4620 Webster St., Dayton, OH 45414 

www.interiorsupplyinc.com, offers commercial door & 
hardware sales. 

JP Signs, (937) 890-4206 
9000 Peters Pike, Vandalia, OH 45377 

jpsignstudio.com, Custom fabrication of signs, banners, and 
art. 

Koorsen Fire & Security, (937) 641-0592 
8090 N. Dixie Drive, Dayton, OH  45414 

service18@koorsen.com, Educate, Protect, Integrity, Care 

David I. Langdon, DDS, (937)898-3331 
73 Dellsing Drive, Vandalia, OH  45377 

Lisa19826019@gmail.com,  Dr David Langdon has been in 
practice in Vandalia since 1992. He performs cleanings, 
fillings, sealants, root canals, dentures and partials. 
 

Metro Fire Protection, Inc. (937) 233-1333  
7748 Wildcat Road, Huber Heights, OH 45424 

Provides fire extinguisher and firefighting equipment 
services. 

Morton & Whetstone Funeral Home,  S Dixie 
Drive, Vandalia, OH 45377  (937) 898-4634 

www.mortonwhetstonefh.com    Funeral and cremation 
services, pre-planning 

Neely Dental Team, 39 Dellsing Dr., Vandalia, OH 
45377   (937) 898-8798   www.neelydental.com 

Neely Dental Team looks forward to helping you achieve 
optimal oral health and a great smile, with gentle, patient-
centered care. 
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North Dixie Hardware, (937) 898-0321 9125 N. 
Dixie Dr, Dayton, OH 45414      
 

Serving the Vandalia/Butler community since 1990. 
northdixiehardware.com 

PLANization 7801 N. Dixie Drive, Dayton, OH  45414 
(937)265-4080 

hello@planization.com, Planning & Organization Services, 
Residential & Commercial – reduce clutter and create systems 
to optimize your living, hobby and work spaces; organize and 
archive records/images and more! 

Premier Family Care of Vandalia,  
(937) 208-7776 

 

R.B. Jergens Contractors, (937) 669-9799 
11418 N. Dixie Drive, Vandalia, OH 45377 

www.rbjergens.com, Concrete, demolition, paving, 
excavating, utilities, surveying and commercial. 

Sparks Electric Service, Inc., (937) 890-7188 
8242 N. Dixie Drive, Dayton, OH 45414 

www.sparkselectricservice.com, We keep all of your 
electrical systems current.  

Steve Reed State Farm Insurance, 525 Helke Rd, 
Vandalia, OH 45377, (937) 898-1331 

www.reedagencyvandalia.com  We specialize in helping 
clients make GREAT DECISIONS! 

Vandalia Branch Library, 330 S. Dixie Dr., 
Vandalia OH 45377, (937) 463-2665 

www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/locations/vandalia,  
Informing, Inspiring & Enriching Our Community  

Vandalia Optometry, 33 Elva Ct., Vandalia OH 
45377, (937) 898-3641 

www.vandaliaoptometry.com  Private primary care 
optometry with on-site full scope optical 

Vandalia-Butler Alumni Association, Contact 
President Amy DeCamp at 
thelongpurpleline@gmail.com 

www.vbalum.com, Our Mission is “Connecting The Past 
With The Present And The Future”  

Vandalia-Butler Chamber of Commerce, 544 W. 
National Rd, Vandalia, OH 45377, (937) 898-5351 

www.vandaliabutlerchamber.org, Advance our local civic, 
economic, social and cultural welfare.  

Vandalia-Butler City Schools, 306 S. Dixie Drive, 
Vandalia, OH 45377, (937) 415-6400 

www.vbcsd.com, Students come first, supported by 
dedicated teachers, staff and administrators. 

VB Alumni Association, (937) 751-4254 
PO Box 295, Vandalia, OH  45377 

thelongpurpleline@gmail.com 

Warehouse 4, 335 S Dixie Drive, Vandalia, OH 45377 
(937) 387-6640     

warehouse4coffee.com Local café offering specialty coffee, 
house made baked goods, breakfast sandwiches, and lunch. 

Woods & Woods Associates, 206 N. Dixie Drive, 
Vandalia, OH 45377, (937) 898-5802 

www.vandaliacpa.com, Accounting, management advisory, 
wealth management and tax services.  

Your Business Can Be Here Your Organization Can Go Here 
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