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Dear Members & Friends, 

 

Our spring clean-up day was Saturday, March 
29th  from 9 to noon in preparation for our first open 
house of 2025, April 6th.  We featured the 1913 Dayton 
Flood, and since we did not have an open house on 
Easter, April 20th, we decided to continue the flood 
display during the month of May. 
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From our President Continued 

We are approaching the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution in 2026.  On 
April 18th local SAR and DAR Chapters sponsored a program about Paul Revere’s 
ride at the WACO Airfield, 1865 S. County Road 25A, Troy, OH. 
  
We have repaired the outside of our buildings and put in new sidewalks behind the 
Federal House, and are now turning our efforts to making internal repairs. 
  
There are several school groups coming to visit the Society.  Please read Linda Karns’ 
article about our need for volunteers.  Thanks to all for the parts that they play in 
making the Society available to the public. 
  
 

March General Meeting 
  
The program presenter was Phil 
Spaugy, a local Vandalia 
resident, who enjoys studying 
and researching the Civil 
War.  He brought us information 
about Captain Crook and the 
area boys who were part of the 
OVI (Ohio Volunteer Infantry) 
74th.  Phil also displayed some 
items that the soldier might have 
daily needed.  The Society’s Civil 
War Field Desk of Captain Crook 
and a Bible found on a battlefield 
were also on display.  Thank you 
Phil for a very interesting 
presentation. 
  
We served some snacks from the 
time of the Civil War era to tie 
into our program subject.  Linda 
Karns explained the various 
skillet cakes and cookies and 
why they were popular during a 
time of shortages.  Thanks to 
Linda & Mary Geiger for bringing 
these goodies!  
 

The New HSVB Logo 

 
 
 
Exciting Update to our Website 
 
We have made it easier to join 
the society or update your 
current membership. Go to the 
Membership tab at the top of the 
page and follow the instructions 
to join or update your 
membership for 2025. We have a 
Donate button for those wishing 
to make a donation to the 
society. 
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PURPOSE OF OUR SOCIETY:  

The Mission of The Historical Society of Vandalia Butler is to perpetuate the history of the 
Vandalia-Butler Community. 

 
 Upcoming Meetings: 

 

May 4 – Open House, 1PM – 3PM 

 

May 12 – Board Meeting, Meeting House 7PM 

 

May 18 – Open House, 1PM – 3PM 

 

June 1 – Open House, 1PM – 3PM 

 

June 9 – Board Meeting, Meeting House 7PM 

                           

June 15 – Open House, 1PM – 3PM 

 

 

 

 
 

“Your Membership Matters” 
 

Membership Happenings 
 

 
           

Thank you to all those who have renewed their membership for 2025: 

 

Welcome new member, Jocelyn Bartley! 

 

Renewals: 

John McDonald, Judy Mosier, Joe Myer, Judy Hollen, Lenny Maenza, Carla Clark, Marilyn Ekberg, 

Chuck & Gerry Geloff, Mindy Bridges, Pastor Michael and Pam Malcosky, Suzanne Parkey, Mary 

Kilsheimer, Craig & Linda Smith, Ashley Breidenbach, and Mary Reifsnyder. 

To renew your membership, you may mail your check and completed membership form to HSVB 

or you may go to the membership tab on our Website and renew online. 

Thank you for supporting HSVB! 

 

Tonya Hittner 
Membership Chair 
937-470-7396 
tjhittner@gmail.com 

 

 

We would love to have you join 

our Vandalia Butler Historical 

Society as a member, our dues 

are: 

• Participating (each 
individual) - $10 

• Student (High School or 
College) - $1 

• Family (Parents & 
Children under 18 yrs) - 
$20 

• Supporting Membership 
- $35 

• Business Organization 
Membership - $50 

• Lifetime Membership - 
$500  

• Patron - $1000 

mailto:tjhittner@gmail.com
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May and June Open Houses  

During our May open houses, we will feature the decades when our historic buildings 

were built. Learn about the 1820s in the Log House. The election of 1820 was the first 

time a candidate won the popular vote but was not elected as President. A “common 

school system” began in Ohio. Lemon drop candy was available. Learn about the 1840s 

in the Federal House. Five Presidents served in the 1840s. The Gold Rush was 

happening in California. The first woman became a doctor and the sewing machine was 

invented. Horehound Candy was available and well as “Sweethearts” or conversation 

hearts. The 1860s will be featured in the Brown School. This was the era of the Civil War 

and the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln. The Cincinnati Red Stockings 

became the first pro baseball team. Florence Nightingale founded the first nursing school. 

Necco wafers became a popular candy. You will be able to sample some of the candies 

available in each decade and play some of the games children played. May open houses 

are from 1-3 on Sunday, May 4 and Sunday, May 18.  

 

For our June open houses, we will feature the Presidents Club and the Distinguished 

Service award winners. From 1985 until 2016, the Presidents Club was active in Vandalia. 

The Presidents Club sponsored the Distinguished Service Award. The selection was 

made in late fall and the award was presented at a banquet held in January. The award is 

now presented by the Chamber of Commerce and has been named the Marvin Link 

Distinguished Service Award. Our display features information about the past winners, 

including the first recipient Mary Hoottinger. When the Presidents Club disbanded, their 

records were given to the Historical Society. We have much information about early 

recipients. We need help adding information about more recent recipients. June open 

houses are from 1-3 on Sunday, June 1 and Sunday, June 15 

 

Condolences 

We have learned of the deaths of Jay Phipps 3/2025, Phyllis Crossley 3/2025, and Susan 

Pavlakos 3/2025. They were all members of the society. 

Society member, Patty Upton lost her husband in March. Society member, Susan Martin 

lost her father in March. Society member Claudia Klopfer lost her husband in March. 

 

We extend our condolences to all. 
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Open House: 1st&3rd Sunday, Apr-Oct, 1-3PM  

Located At: 336 East Alkaline Springs Road, 

Vandalia, Ohio 45377 

 

The Spring House 

Water Sales (weather permitting) 

Every Saturday 9AM-3PM & Sunday 12:30-3PM 

 

Board Meetings: 

Held the second Monday of each month at 7PM 

at the Society Meeting House 

Email: info.hsvb@gmail.com 

Phone: (937) 898-5300 

Website: hsvb.online 

Facebook: Facebook.com/hsvb.online 

 

The “Homestead News” is published six 

times a year by the Society for its 

members. 

You are invited to submit material to: 

Editor, The Homestead News 

The Historical Society of Vandalia Butler 

P.O. Box 243 

Vandalia, Ohio 45377-0243 

Or Email to:  

info.hsvb@gmail.com 

The Homestead News reserves the right 

to edit any material submitted. 

 

 

Recycle Your Aluminum 

     Thanks to all who deposit aluminum cans at the Society dumpster (the West side of the 

Barn). This is one of the few sources of revenue. 

Home & Garden Tours 

     There were a couple tours in 2024, and we will have several in 2025.  Please stay tuned      

 

 

Kroger Community Rewards Program 

This is an easy way for our members to help 

provide financial support to the Society. Enroll or 

re-enroll in this program using our organization 

number PN902. Call Kroger Customer Service at 

1-800–576–4377 and give them your Kroger Plus 

Card 12-digit bar code number, on the back of 

the card, your phone number and our 

organization number (PN902). When you give the 

code, since some consonants sound alike, 

consider saying P as in Paul and N as in Nancy. 

The Customer Representative will help you 

register in the program. 

. 

 

 

Be sure to check out our new 

website at:  hsvb.online 

and our new Facebook page 

Facebook.com/hsvb.online 

 

 

mailto:info.hsvb@gmail.com
mailto:info.hsvb@gmail.com
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We Thank Our Business And Organization Sponsors For Their Support  

2-J Supply, 872 Valley Street, Dayton, OH 45404, 

(937) 223-0811  

http://www.2-jsupply.com, Wholesale Distributor of HVAC 

products in OH, Kentucky & WV   

Ace Tree & Landscaping, 1960 Neva Drive Dr, 

Dayton, OH 45414  (937) 890-2102 

acetreeservicedayton.com   Tree trimming and removal, 

stump removal 

Allied Services, Inc., (937) 836-5191  

109 Diamond Mill Road, Clayton, OH 45315 

www.heating-air-conditioning-dayton.com, Heating, 

ventilation and air conditioning services 

American Legion Post #668, (937) 890-7336 

 8220 N. Dixie Drive, Dayton, OH  45414 

"Veterans Strengthening America" 

www.americanlegionpost668@.org; alpost668@aol.com 

Anthony Trissell Foundation.,  

(937) 750-5545 

PO Box 394, Vandalia, OH 45377-0394 

The ATMF supports the Butler High School marching band, 

color guard, kickline and their directors.  The ATMF 

manages the SummerFest at Henry Seger Community Park 

BDJ, LLC, Vandalia Shopping Center, PO Box 644, 

Vandalia, OH 45377-0644 

Provides professional services in the nonresidential 

commercial building real estate business  

Beau Townsend Ford.   1020 W National Rd, 

Vandalia, OH 45377-0644  (937) 898-5841 

BTFORD.COM  Thank you for allowing us to serve our 

communities transportation needs for the past 46 years.  

“No One Beats Beau”      

Beckstrom Orthodontics,  (937) 890-7470 

714 S Dixie Drive, Vandalia, OH 45377 

1041 S Dorset, Troy, OH 45373 

Serving Vandalia and surrounding communities with adult 

and youth Invisalign and braces. 

www.beckstromortho.com 

Boord-Henne Insurance Agency. (937) 832-4001 

915 S. Main Street, Englewood, OH 45322  

Offers home, auto, commercial and life insurance.  

www.boordhenne.com 

City of Vandalia, (937) 898-5891 

333 James E. Bohanan Drive, Vandalia, OH 45377 

www.vandaliaohio.org, Mayor Richard Herbst;  “At the 

Crossroads of America”  

Collins Vision Care, 407 Corporate Center Drive, 

Suite C, Vandalia, OH 45377, (937) 898-9333 

www.drrosscollins.com, Vandalia Optometrist providing 

comprehensive vision care   

Tiffany Goodman/Coldwell Banker Realtors, , 

356 N Dixie Dr., Vandalia,OH 45377, (937) 470-6973 

www.tiffanygoodman.com, Local Realtor for since 2006. 

Call ME for ALL of your Real Estate needs!!  

Heeter Plumbing LLC, (937) 890-5526 

8633 N. Dixie Drive, Vandalia, OH 45377 

http://heeterplumbing.com, “Drain Your Plumbing 

Problems, Not Your Savings” Call Us Today! 

Interior Supply, Inc, (937) 276-4046 

4620 Webster St., Dayton, OH 45414 

www.interiorsupplyinc.com, offers commercial door & 

hardware sales. 

JP Signs, (937) 890-4206 

9000 Peters Pike, Vandalia, OH 45377 

jpsignstudio.com, Custom fabrication of signs, banners, and 

art. 

Koorsen Fire & Security, (937) 641-0592 

8090 N. Dixie Drive, Dayton, OH  45414 

service18@koorsen.com, Educate, Protect, Integrity, Care 

David I. Langdon, DDS, (937)898-3331 

73 Dellsing Drive, Vandalia, OH  45377 

Lisa19826019@gmail.com,  Dr David Langdon has been in 

practice in Vandalia since 1992. He performs cleanings, 

fillings, sealants, root canals, dentures and partials. 

 

Metronet, (937) 576-1556  

336 E. National Road, Vandalia, OH 45377  

www.metronetinc.com, Provides cutting-edge fiber optic 

telecommunication services.  

http://www/
http://www.heating/
http://www.americanlegionpost668@.org
tel:9378985891
mailto:service18@koorsen.com
mailto:Lisa19826019@gmail.com
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Metro Fire Protection, Inc. (937) 233-1333  

7748 Wildcat Road, Huber Heights, OH 45424 

Provides fire extinguisher and firefighting equipment 

services. 

Monroe Federal Savings,   264 E National Road, 

Vandalia, OH 45377  (937) 898-4372 

www.monroefederal.com  Banking and lending services 

Morton & Whetstone Funeral Home,  S Dixie 

Drive, Vandalia, OH 45377  (937) 898-4634 

www.mortonwhetstonefh.com    Funeral and cremation 

services, pre-planning 

Neely Dental Team, 39 Dellsing Dr., Vandalia, OH 

45377   (937) 898-8798   www.neelydental.com 

Neely Dental Team looks forward to helping you achieve 

optimal oral health and a great smile, with gentle, patient-

centered care. 

North Dixie Hardware, (937) 898-0321 9125 N. 

Dixie Dr, Dayton, OH 45414      

Serving the Vandalia/Butler community since 1990. 

northdixiehardware.com 

PLANization 7801 N. Dixie Drive, Dayton, OH  45414 

(937)265-4080 

hello@planization.com, Planning & Organization Services, 

Residential & Commercial – reduce clutter and create systems 

to optimize your living, hobby and work spaces; organize and 

archive records/images and more! 

R.B. Jergens Contractors, (937) 669-9799 

11418 N. Dixie Drive, Vandalia, OH 45377 

www.rbjergens.com, Concrete, demolition, paving, 

excavating, utilities, surveying and commercial. 

Sparks Electric Service, Inc., (937) 890-7188 

8242 N. Dixie Drive, Dayton, OH 45414 

www.sparkselectricservice.com, We keep all of your 

electrical systems current.  

Steve Reed State Farm Insurance, 525 Helke Rd, 

Vandalia, OH 45377, (937) 898-1331 

www.reedagencyvandalia.com  We specialize in helping 

clients make GREAT DECISIONS! 

Vandalia Branch Library, 330 S. Dixie Dr., 

Vandalia OH 45377, (937) 463-2665 

www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/locations/vandalia,  

Informing, Inspiring & Enriching Our Community  

Vandalia Optometry, 33 Elva Ct., Vandalia OH 

45377, (937) 898-3641 

www.vandaliaoptometry.com  Private primary care 

optometry with on-site full scope optical 

Vandalia-Butler Alumni Association, Contact 

President Amy DeCamp at 

thelongpurpleline@gmail.com 

www.vbalum.com, Our Mission is “Connecting The Past 

With The Present And The Future”  

Vandalia-Butler Chamber of Commerce, 544 W. 

National Rd, Vandalia, OH 45377, (937) 898-5351 

www.vandaliabutlerchamber.org, Advance our local civic, 

economic, social and cultural welfare.  

Vandalia-Butler City Schools, 306 S. Dixie Drive, 

Vandalia, OH 45377, (937) 415-6400 

www.vbcsd.com, Students come first, supported by 

dedicated teachers, staff and administrators. 

VB Alumni Association, (937) 751-4254 

PO Box 295, Vandalia, OH  45377 

thelongpurpleline@gmail.com 

Warehouse 4, 335 S Dixie Drive, Vandalia, OH 45377 

(937) 387-6640     

warehouse4coffee.com Local café offering specialty coffee, 

house made baked goods, breakfast sandwiches, and lunch. 

Woods & Woods Associates, 206 N. Dixie Drive, 

Vandalia, OH 45377, (937) 898-5802 

www.vandaliacpa.com, Accounting, management advisory, 

wealth management and tax services.  

Your Business Can Be Here Your Organization Can Go Here 

 

http://www.monroefederal.com/
http://www.mortonwhetstonefh.com/
http://www.neelydental.com/
http://northdixiehardware.com/
mailto:hello@planization.com
mailto:thelongpurpleline@gmail.com
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF VANDALIA BUTLER MEMBERSHIP FORM  

   Please Print and Fill Out Completely 

YEARLY MEMBERSHIP PERIOD (January 1-December 31) 

                   NEW MEMBERSHIP_______      RENEWAL_____________  

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS 

                                      Participating (individual) --   $10.00 __________ 

    Family (Parent & Children under 18) -- $20.00   __________ 

                                     Supporting (per individual/family) -- $35.00    _________ 

Business/Organization- $50.00__________________ 

CONTINUING MEMBERSHIPS 

Life Time (per person) --- $500.00 ______________ 

Patron (per person) ---$1,000.00 ______________ 

Founding (per person) --- $5,000.00 _____________ 

NAME _________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _____________________          STATE____________   ZIP________________  

PHONE NUMBER__________________    EMAIL______________________________ 

                                                  

DATE ____________              ADDITIONAL DONATION $ _______.00 

                TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $_______.00 

IS THIS MEMBERSHIP A GIFT?  YES_____ NO____ 

GIFT GIVER’S NAME AND ADDRESS_____________________________________________________ 

 

Please mail Check & Application to:          The Historical Society of Vandalia Butler 
    P.O. Box 243 

      Vandalia, OH 45377-0243 

 



May/June 2025

Return Service Requested

PO Box 243

Vandalia, Ohio 45377

Historical Society

Non Profit Organization

U. S. Postage Paid

Tipp City, Ohio

Permit NO. 30

Mission Statement

The mission of The Historical Society of Vandalia Butler is to perpetuate the history of the

Vandalia-Butler Community and to educate people about the importance of this history.

_________________________________________________________________________

The Historical Society of Vandalia Butler Calendar

May June

For future events visit our Website at hsvb.online

or our Facebook at: www.facebook.com/hsvb.online

4 Open House, 1PM – 3PM

12  Board Meeting, Meeting House, 7PM

18 Open House, 1PM – 3PM

1 Open House, 1PM – 3PM

9 Board Meeting, Meeting House, 7PM

15 Open House, 1PM – 3PM


